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September 13, 2012

Christina Williams, President
Tennessee Council of Teachers of English

Dwight Wade, Executive Secretary      
Tennessee Council of Teachers of English      

Dear Tennessee Council of Teachers of English:

I send greetings from the National Council of Teachers of English to you and to all those joining you at your 
conference on September 28-29, 2012! NCTE applauds the efforts of the Tennessee Council of Teachers of 
English in making this conference possible as well as each participant’s contribution to the event and the 
development of this profession.

Ongoing learning opportunities for teachers are vital for improving the teaching and learning of the English 
language arts at all grade levels. Research shows that all students can achieve at high levels when they are 
taught by teachers who are continuing learners, especially when teachers learn and share in teams with their 
colleagues across the disciplines. This conference provides a way for teachers to continue their own learning 
so they can share new ideas with their colleagues and work together with them to better support the learning 
of their students.

As the only nationwide professional organization of English and language arts teachers, NCTE works to make 
the teaching of English and language arts more rewarding and more effective for all by providing professional 
learning and sharing opportunities through the National Center for Literacy Education and its Literacy in 
Learning Exchange; through its Pathways Program, web seminars, and consulting network; through its books, 
journals, and position statements; and through its conventions and meetings. In addition NCTE works with 
policymakers at all levels to insure they are aware of good teaching and learning practices and consider these 
in the policies they make. I invite your membership in this important organization. 

Sincerely,

Millie Davis
Senior Developer, Affiliated Groups and Public Outreach
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Co-curricular Research as a Humanities Team
Amy Lawrence and John Stephany
We believe that assigning one big research paper a year doesn’t produce ideal results for students in 
history and English classes. Learn how an 8th grade English teacher and Global Studies teacher have 
collaborated on smaller research projects that support our current curriculum. We team-teach the pro-
cess from beginning to end and would love to show you how this works so that you, too, can lighten 
your workload and help your students gain a thorough understanding of research methods and writing.

From A(ristotle) to W(ikipedia): Integrating the CCSS Using 
Print & Technology (Middle and High School)
Kristen Tonore, Ed.D.
Join us as we examine the foundation provided by the Common Core State Standards for 
Writing and the smooth integration of those standards into your classroom via a variety of 
resources. Teachers will have opportunity to view extensive resources for integrating the CCSS in 
their classrooms. Teachers will also receive a packet of resources they can use in their classrooms.

Creativity & Curriculum: Using the Arts to Teach Common Core
Cassie LaFevor
This presentation will explore meaningful ideas and effective strategies for the ELA classroom that use 
the arts to integrate your curriculum with other subjects. We will discuss a variety of topics such as 
storytelling, reader’s theater, adapting stories, and more. Come and be inspired by engaging new ideas 
for your classroom.

Modeling The Writing Life: “The Projector”
Kevin Marshall Chopson
This high school teacher, adjunct professor, and Pushcart Prize nominated poet will read from his devel-
oping manuscript and lead a discussion regarding process and modeling the writing life for students.  
His poems have been published in The English Journal, The Broad River Review, Poem, The Baltimore Re-
view, New Madrid, Birmingham Arts Journal, The South Carolina Review, Tennessee English Journal, Nashville 
Arts Magazine, Poetry Salzburg Review (Austria), and REAL: Regarding Arts & Letters.
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Friday, September 28, 2012

8:00-8:30 -----Registration ------ Lobby

8:30-10:00
Great Hall

10:00-5:00 -------------Exhibits Open -------------Lobby

10:15-11:15
Mary Hall

10:15-11:15
Laskey B

10:15-11:15
Laskey C

10:15-11:15
Laskey A

Beverly Chin
Former NCTE president and director of the English Teaching Program at 
the University of Montana, Beverly Chin will offer our keynote address on 
Friday morning. Chin is a former Board Member of the National Board for 
Professional Teaching Standards. She served as the Senior Project Consultant 
for the 2011 NAEP Writing Framework and is the Senior Series Consultant for 
William H. Sadlier’s Grammar for Writing (2013). At its annual convention in 
November, she will receive the 2012 NCTE Distinguished Service Award.

KEYNOTE ADDRESS

WORKSHOP 1

Integrating the Common Core State Standards into 
Our Writing Curriculum and Instruction



Blogs, Wikis, and Google! Oh My!
Jessica Holloway
This session is focused on various technology tools and practical applications in the classroom. 
Attendees will leave with a list of resources and ideas for implementation. These tech tools will help 
educators connect print and digital literacy. Power up your students with technology tools and get
 your students reading and writing in the 21st century.

The Spoken Word & Slam Experience
Benjamin Smith
Southern Word is building a literate and conscious spoken word and hip hop community focused on 
education programs that engage students in middle and high school, supports them through college, 
and develops professional opportunities for them after they graduate. We will provide participants with 
a background in spoken word and slam poetry. This includes spoken word poetry’s role in contempo-
rary youth culture. We will then take participants through a sample writing lesson that we would teach 
in a classroom.

Engaging Students in Collaborative Learning, Critical Thinking, 
and Problem Solving in the English Classroom 
Jamie Dunlap and Shaundra Fields
Strategies and activities for using Web 2.0 tools and other digital technologies will be shared. Each par-
ticipant will be exposed to authentic assignments that motivate students for writing in different modes 
and for writing to a real world audience. Challenging text and non-print media are springboards for 
cultivating the literacy experiences in this session.

No New Textbooks? A Survival Guide for How to 
Begin Teaching ELA Common Core NOW
Vanessa Greenlee
Learn how to adapt your current textbook series to the Common Core standards while Tennessee school 
districts wait to purchase a literature textbook adoption with stronger Common Core alignment. Thus 
session highlights the work of Student Achievement Partners in creating text-dependent questions and 
writing prompts at the end of existing selections. Participants will leave with questions re-aligned to one 
of their current textbook reading selections and resources for how to collaborate with other educators 
who are working smarter, not harder as we transition to more rigorous standards.

 Please join us for lunch and the presentation of annual TCTE awards, including 
 the Don Jenkins Award for Excellence in the Teaching of English Language Arts. 

Bridging the Digital Divide with Web 2.0 Tools, Verse Novels, and Multigenre Novels
Kristen Pennycuff Trent, Ph.D.
Participants will consider how novels in verse and multi-genre novels can be used in the classroom to 
engage learners in the power of literacy with technology and social media connections. Specifically, 
presenters will ask audience members to explore the value of multi-genre, multi-discipline literature 
within a digital literacy framework. Participants will examine exemplary examples of each sub-genre 
and become actively involved by creating strategies that reflect current digital writing and social media 
trends. Participants will receive an invitation to become a member of a wiki dedicated to the integration 
of technology, specifically Web 2.0 tools, where all session strategies will be easily accessible.

WORKSHOP 2

11:30-12:30
Laskey A

11:30-12:30
Laskey C

11:30-12:30
Mary Hall

11:30-12:30
Laskey B

2:45-3:45
Laskey C

12:30-2:30 -----------Great Hall ------------------ Awards Luncheon

WORKSHOP 3



Writing and Creating Animated Stories with Toontastic
Sarah Keller, Ed.D., Stephanie Richards, Ph.D., and Leslie Suters, Ph.D.
Explore the possibilities for student stories created with an iPad app and try your hand at creating your 
own to use in the classroom. Toontastic is user friendly for younger students but also will engage older 
students in the writing process to create animated interdisciplinary stories. Presenters will share some 
math-centered story problems created with Toontastic. Bring your iPad, and try your hand at creating your 
own to use in your own classroom!

Multi-genre Writing: Memoir to Short Story
Ivy Bryant
Technology allows for constant editing and interesting presentation formats. In this session, we will ex-
plore multi-genre writing; an intriguing approach to integrating creative writing, technology, and research 
in all classrooms. Instructional goals such as exploring identity of self and others, understanding different 
modes of expression and presentation, and practicing revision strategies can be accomplished through 
multi-genre writing.

Common Core Writing: Writing That Lives Across All Disciplines
Kandy Smith
As high school content-area teachers began asking students to write in their classrooms, a very real and 
often voiced concern is how these non-English teachers will assess the mechanics of writing. Since the last 
thing we want them to do is encourage students “not to worry” about the conventions of 
writing, is this finally the time when “cross-curricular” writing begins? In this session, we will discuss the 
possibilities and issues involved in cross-curricular writing in the Common Core environment.

A Winning Combination! The Integration of Picture Books, Literacy 
Strategies, Websites, and the Common Core Standards to Further 
Students’ Reading and Writing Development
Kathy Brashears, Ed.D.
The presenter will identify and share literacy strategies, as well as some of her favorite children’s picture 
books, and demonstrate how to use them in targeting specific common core standards, particularly in 
grades 3-6. Most importantly, participants will have opportunities to engage in reading and writing strate-
gies targeting the given common core standards. Some of the strategies will involve make-it-take-it mate-
rials. Not only will participants leave with solid examples of ways to incorporate literacy strategies with 
common core standards, the presenter will provide a list of websites that will be helpful in this endeavor.
 
Linking Through literature: Hypertext Literary Response and 
Analysis with The Things They Carried
Blaine Smith
In this session, a multimodal literary analysis project designed and carried out with two urban AP lit-
erature and composition classes will be presented. With the goal of practicing close textual analysis and 
synthesis of major themes in the Vietnam era novel The Things They Carried, students created multimodal 
hypertext literary analyses using Internet resources, image editing and sound production tools, and 
PowerPoint. Responding through multiple modes--including text, images, music, movement, and design 
elements (e.g., color, font, format)--students conducted Internet research and created hypertext links to 
explore and explain key themes from the novel, literary devices, historical and inter-textual connections, 
and their personal responses. 

WORKSHOP 4

8:30-9:30
Laskey A

2:45-3:45
Laskey A

2:45-3:45
Laskey B

Saturday, September 29, 2012
7:30--8:00 ---------Registration ---------- Lobby
8:00-11:00 --------Lobby Exhibits Open

9:45-10:45
Mary Hall

8:30-9:30
Laskey C

2:45-3:45
Mary Hall



Diving Deeply into the Writing Life: Developing Writers through 
a “Deep Study” Approach of Literature and Informational Texts
Shannon D. Collins, Ph.D.
From William Faulkner to Stephen King, established writers often advise developing writers to read, read, 
and read...then write. Standard 9 of the Common Core State Standards for writing stresses the importance 
of the reading and writing connection. Using Katie Wood Ray’s “deep study” approach as a framework, 
Shannon will demonstrate how teachers can develop their learners as writers by studying real-world texts 
the learners read in order to help them plan and produce their own written texts. 
 
 
Five Writers Discuss Their Writing Process
Richard Jackson, Ph.D., Sybil Baker, Earl Braggs, Thomas Balazs, Ph.D., and Rebecca Cook
Five writers will discuss their process of writing from inception to revision and how they apply this pro-
cess in their teaching. These writers have published over thirty books, poems, stories, essays, interviews, 
and translations--both in academic and creative modes. Two of the writers are also editors.

Wikis, Widgets, and Web 2.0:  Exploring Technology Integration 
in the English Language Arts Curriculum
Melissa Comer, Ph.D., Leslie Suters, Ph.D., and Kathy Brashears, Ed.D.
By capitalizing on the interest technology integration inspires in learners, this session will connect tradi-
tional methods for teaching English language arts with innovative 21st Century literacy skills.  Partici-
pants will have access to classroom strategies, via a wiki, that are authentic in nature and relate to stan-
dards.  They will explore integration possibilities, targeting multiple grades, with particular focus given 
to interactive writing, book trailers, digital storytelling, and content literacy.

Writing Across the Curriculum: Stratgeies to Improve 
Student Engagement and Teacher Collaboration
Lauren Lunsford, Ph.D., Bonnie Smith Whitehouse, Ph.D., and Leslie Green
This presentation will focus on specific strategies and technologies that teachers can utilize to engage stu-
dents in writing across the curriculum. Presenters include faculty members from Belmont’s Department of 
Education and Department of English as well as a high school English teacher from Hillsboro High School. 
Strategies for encouraging participation of other teachers are also shared.

Fostering the Writing Life through Narrative: From Standards to 
Meaningful Implementation in the 7-12 Classroom
Susan L. Groenke, Ph.D.
This presentation begins with a look at the Common Core narrative writing standards across 7-12 grade 
levels to identify the progression of narrative elements. Then, audience members will receive ideas for 
helping students find topics to write about as well as teaching a variety of narrative essays, including a 
“research-based narrative.” Audience members will also read several rich narrative models that can be 
useful in teaching various narrative elements.

8:30-9:30
Laskey B

 9:45-10:45
Mary Hall

9:45-10:45
Mary Hall

9:45-10:45
Laskey C

9:45-10:45
Laskey A

  11:00-12:00 ---------Great Hall -----------Guest Speaker
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Nashville Songwriters Hall of Fame member Thom Schuyler has penned numerous hits, including 
“Love Will Turn You Around” (Kenny Rogers), “I Don’t Know Where to Start” (Eddie Rabbitt), “A 
Long Line of Love” (Michael Martin Murphey), “My Old Yellow Car” (Dan Seals), “I Fell in Love 
Again Last Night” (The Forester Sisters), “Years After You” (John Conlee), and “Love Out Loud” 
(Earl Thomas Conley). Often credited with inventing Nashville’s signature in-the-round style of 
songwriter showcase with Don Schlitz and Fred Knobloch, Schuyler also has taught songwriting at 
Belmont University and serves as youth director at Woodmont Christian Church in Nashville.

Thom Schuyler

WORKSHOP 5



2000-2001--Sharon Chaney, Chair 
Geraldine “Pat” Barnes 
Orlean Gibson Baumon 
Joyce B.Condry 
Linda K. Davis 
Cathy G. Donaldson

2001-2002--Sharon Chaney, Chair 
Romelle Henry

2002-2003--Sharon Chaney, Chair 
Elizabeth Hankins 
Donna Hardy 
Cathy L. Parsons 
Brenda Coulter 
Betty S. Tidwell 
Linda L Wyatt 
Dianne L. Young

2003-2004--Sharon Chaney, Chair 
Patricia Demetriou 
Carol McMurray 
Diana Womble

2004-2005--Sharon Chaney Chair 
Billy Pullen 
Shari Ray 
Ginger Reese

2005-2006--Sharon Chaney, Chair 
Diana Eldredge 
Sue Chaney Gilmore 
Leigh Baim Mansberg

2006-2007--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Scott Harrison 
Kathy Reiss 
Linda Null

2007-2008--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Barry Gilmore 
Carol Yoakley-Terrell 

2008-2009--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Caroline Goodman

2009-2010--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Steve Clark 
Cathy Tudor Forester

2010-2011--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Carol Peterson 
Glenda Pera

2011-2012--Penny Ferguson, Chair 
Christopher Dowlen
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